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1. In the beginning of the novel, we find Yakov living a simple life in obscurity, almost hiding 

from the world. When Kephas knocks on his door and invites him to a get-together among all 

the disciples, Yakov is reluctant to go and meet with them? Have you been in a similar 

situation, where you had to choose between stating safe and doing what is right? Do you 

understand why Yakov was afraid? 

2. When the disciples move to Jerusalem, they give up everything they own to start anew in a 

purely spiritual community, living off the land and focusing their lives on prayers. Mariamne 

says that it is safer to hide in city among tens of thousands of inhabitants than place 

themselves at risk in the small town of Capernaum. Do you think that ultimately it was the 

right decision? Have you ever moved to a small town from a big city or vice versa? What 

was the reason you moved? And did your preconceived notions of the new place hold true? 

3. Yakov struggles with his attraction to Mariamne, and at one point says, “Surely God had 

made a mistake when he created Eve from Adam’s rib. Men would have been much happier 

without women.” In your opinion, was he right in resisting his attraction, especially knowing 

how happy they were in the end? Should duty always come before happiness? How else 

could he have handled the situation? 

4. Mariamne is strong, intelligent, and charismatic, but there is no place for strong women in 

first century Galilee and Judea. Women are supposed to be quiet and obedient, destined to 

live in the shadows of men. How far have we come in the last two thousand years? How 

many women still live in the shadows of men? Was Mariamne right in adapting the role of a 

submissive woman, always pushing Yakov to the front, while waiting for her turn to speak    

5.  Saul waits several years after he meets the apparition of Jesus (Yeshua) before he travels to 

Judea to meet with the disciples. Why do you think it was important to him to meditate in 

Arabia and develop his own faith, before he was ready to meet Yeshua’s closest men? Was 

he afraid of the confrontation, or was he so sure that his Yeshua was more real than the man 

who had once lived?   

6. Who do you think had the true image of Yeshua and his message – Yakov, Mariamne, and 

the disciples, or Saul/Paulus? 

7. Does it matter that large parts of the New Testament were written fifty or more years after 

Jesus’s death? Is it more important to know the truth, or believe what you have been taught 

since childhood? Can everyone be right? 

8. If Jesus was not the only Son of God, can we still love him and follow his message of love?      



 


